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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE Welcome to the Spring edition of
“Bay News *.

This quarter, we focus on a broad
range of matters of relevance,
highlighted by the controversial
channel dredging issue and, with
local council elections scheduled
for September, we present a
comprehensive summary of the
interesting responses to questions
we posed to various councillors.
The local Walsingham Pre-School
building plans are well underway
and other features include the
latest news from our fire brigade,
and the regular local profile
segment, in addition to a selection
of topics in our Briefs department.
Recent months have been busy
ones for our various sub-
committees and we are grateful to
our members and friends for their
wonderful ongoing support.

We always look forward to
receiving your comments and
extend a warm welcome to our
many new members and wish to
remind everybody that annual
memberships are now due. We
commend our website as an ideal
communication source for all local
matters.
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“WORKING FOR A POSITIVE LIFESTYLE AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT IN AND AROUND HARDYS BAY”

CHANNEL DREDGING HOPES IN JEOPARDY

Local commuters have joined
throngs of Palm Beach ferry
travellers in expressing alarm
over revelations that the regular
services to Wagstaffe and
Ettalong Beach are likely to be
suspended before Christmas
unless vital dredging is
immediately carried out on the
narrow entrance to Brisbane
Water.

The charter company recently reported that its general
manager, Matt Lloyd, said unless the dredging was effected
before the peak boating season, they would be forced to
terminate all services in December. Mindful of the safety issue,
he cautioned that the entrance to Brisbane Water had become
so perilous there were genuine fears that lives could be lost.
But he remains optimistic that a resolution can be reached.

An unobstructed entrance to the Brisbane Water is essential
to the functioning of the vital ferry service and the Central
Coast community generally and would severely affect
thousands of daily commuters including many school pupils.

A Killcare resident, who travels daily from Wagstaffe to Palm
Beach for business purposes, contemplated his options in the
event of the closure of the ferry service. “ Without the
convenience of the ferry, I'd have no alternative other than to
drive to Woy Woy and catch a train to the city before
transferring to a bus to the peninsula. Then, again, | could drive
down via the F3. There aren't too many other choices.

“ But the general effect on our community who take the
service each day to Palmie, will be quite dramatic.”

Regular monitoring of the dredging issue over many months
by close observers has revealed that boat owners have been
calling for the waterway to be cleared for years but their
appeals appear to have been greeted with little sympathy, with
the stalemate blamed on the State Government seemingly
reluctant to accept responsibility for implementing the work
after Gosford Council representatives,originally alerted the
Department of Lands'to the problem/in January last year.

Ron Cole, the public relations officer.of the Royal Volunteer
Coastal Patrol, emphasised that his organization's-major
responsibility was'to ensure the safety of lives at sea-and he
cautioned.there could conceivably be fatal consequences

Many happy returns....
a Wagstaffe departure
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should the circumstances of the dredging in the
NSW Maritime-designated area of Lobster Beach
and Little Box Head cause this to be
compromised.

“ Should a boat encounter difficulties, it might not
be possible for us to put to sea to assist. Should
we be able to do so, any misjudgment upon re-
entry through the channel with a boat in tow could
be disastrous.

“ Additionally, it is almost impossible at the
moment to pass other vessels in the channel
when towing these rescued craft.

“ Another major problem facing us is the fact that
due to the siltation buildup at our Point Clare base,
we cannot tie up our own rescue vessels at low
tide”.

Vardon Brown, president of the Gosford Sailing
Club, confirmed that his members fully supported
immediate dredging action.

“If nothing is done, we could be land-locked, it's
a reality”, he said.

“ At the southern end of Lobster Beach, for
instance, where the channel between the rocks
and shifting sandbars on the Ettalong Beach side
has been reduced to between twelve and fifteen
metres, depending on the tide, it's extremely
dangerous for all boating.

“With all the congestion that is being created, It
has got to the stage where we may have to resort
to installing traffic lights.”

At the July meeting of the Brisbane Water Users
Group, serious concerns over the narrowing
channel conditions of the southern end of Lobster
Beach emerged, although Maritime Services
officers indicated otherwise.

“ At present, it is extremely difficult for keel boats
to use this channel other than at high tide,”
explained Hardys Bay Residents Group's
president, Adrian Williams, who attended the
meeting.

His HBRG colleague, Bill Egan, who, like Mr.
Williams, is an experienced yachtsman, endorsed
the assertion and confirmed the growing feeling
that, should the dredging issue be allowed to
stagnate in its present form, it would result in a
non-navigable waterway with many vessels loath
to enter Brisbane Water due to the channel's
width, depth and movement of sand.

£ Amcal

Clarke’'s Amcal Pharmacy
Lance Clarke B.Pharm., M.PS.
Shop 4 Peninsula Plaza,

Woy Woy NSW 2256

Telephone (02) 4342 2256

COUNCILLORS RESPOND TO
QUESTION TIME

As a consequence of a Hardys Bay Residents
Group initiative designed to provide an informative
platform for the public, invitations were extended
to ten Gosford City councillors, all candidates in
the forthcoming September elections at the time,
to submit their individual responses to questions
considered to be of vital significance to our
community.

The issues posed by the Group were:

1. We are concerned about the adverse
effect a larger marina would have on
Hardys Bay. We would support its
modernisation providing that it is generally
restricted to its existing footprint, height
and position.

Question (a): Will you support a marina

development application that is not

generally restricted to its existing footprint,
height and location?

(b) : Will you support any rezoning

application in respect of the current site?

The Salt Marsh mosquito is a health

hazard to Killcare/Hardys Bay residents.

We are in favour of managing this hazard

by spraying their breeding grounds with a

commonly used control agent, Bacillus

thuringiensis israelensis ( Bti ) at the
appropriate times.

Question : Do you support the use of Bti to reduce
the mosquito hazard in this area?

3. Council have produced a plan to improve
the foreshore and better manage the motor
vehicle traffic in Hardys Bay. We have
submitted a more minimalist
recommendation to Council.

Question : Do you support a minimalist approach
to Hardys Bay foreshore improvements?

4. Sedimentation is becoming a serious
problem in Hardys Bay. We have made
several submissions to Council supporting
the dredging of parts of the Bay.

Question : Will you support the selective dredging
of Hardys Bay?

Accordingly,seven responses were received, with
Councillors Macfadyen, Maher, Hale, Doyle, Scott,
Holstein and Brooks accepting our invitation.
Disappointingly, there were three who declined the
opportunity to publicly air their views. The answers
from the willing participants were interesting,
enlightening, and, importantly, reflected a
carefully considered approach to the four major
topics which were highlighted.

In answering questions 1(a) and 1(b), Councillors
Jim Macfadyen and Vicki Scott provided a firm
“no” to both.

Cr. Laurie Maher was more cautious in his

considerations, offering an “in principle, no, but

full and detailed plans need to be assessed in
consultation with the community and council
officers”, answer to 1(a) and a “yes, as above “ to

1 (b).
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In his response to question 1 (a), Cr. Peter Hale
provided the options of “yes, if it is of general
benefit to the community and allows for increased
opportunity for residences, but no, if it does not”,
while “ yes, same as above “, was his decision on
question 1(b).

Cr. Craig Doyle answered in the affirmative to
both parts of question 1 when his respective
responses were “ yes, if it made sense and was
supported by the community; otherwise | support
modernisation at least” and “yes, reliant upon the
above”.

Cr. Chris Holstein broadly commented on the
marina question when he replied “ firstly, any
proposal for a marina would have to meet
guidelines of the EP and A and be in keeping with
the amenity of the area. Even if it was in the
footprint | couldn't support a structure that wasn't
in keeping with the amenity of the area. Support of
any rezoning is subject to meeting the above”.

Cr. Malcolm Brooks's answer to the marina
subject was similarly focused on the importance of
not interfering with the bay's natural assets.

With regard to the mosquito question, Cr.
Macfadyen supported the trial of Bti spraying, with
the comment that, beyond any council-owned
land, the relevant decisions
would rest with the Lands Department,National
Parks and Wildlife and private owners.

Cr. Doyle's forthright response to the question
was “ yes, absolutely, as long as it is safe and will
achieve results”.

Cr. Maher was in favour of the spraying but
cautioned it would require the consent of National
Parks and Wildlife.

Cr. Hale agreed with the Bti use but added
“ Reports brought to council thus far do not
support the cost and effect gained. As |
understand it, it would need to be a greater spread
and because of rate pegging and continuous cost
shifting by State Government, council is unable to
fund such cost. However, in principle, if it can be
spread and funded, | agree.”

Cr. Holstein confirmed that the mosquito situation
had his support but the conflict revolved around
who would pay council or the State Government ?

The candidates unanimously agreed with the
idea of a minimalist approach when the foreshore
question was posed, with Cr. Maher asserting that
he would “ support a plan developed in
consultation with the community which has as little
detrimental impact as possible on the local
community”.

In spotlighting local points of concern, Cr.
Macfadyen declared that he fully supported a
review of the traffic issue at the intersection of
Killcare Road and Araluen Drive, in addition to the
much-publicised parking concerns in Araluen
Drive.

Cr. Doyle added, however, that although he
agreed with the proposal, he felt the plan for
Hardys Bay was “ overkill”.

The final question provided an emphatic “ yes”

response from six councillors who were united in
agreement with their declared support of a
selective dredging of Hardys Bay. In contrast, Cr.
Holstein, who chairs the flood mitigation
committee, was adamant that the dredging would
not solve the drainage and flooding issues. He
stated that “ the impact is minimal, if any, and the
cost high. Better use of that expenditure could be
found, I'm sure, in your area.”

Subsequent to our questionnaire, several
members of the council candidates have offered to
attend forthcoming meetings in order to address
further matters of community relevance.

The Hardys Bay Residents Group sincerely
appreciates the co-operation kindly provided by
these councillors who readily agreed to openly
furnish their responses to the four crucial issues
which currently confront our community.

Raine&HorneY
KILLCARE BEACH

2 Killcare Road
Killcare 2257
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Post Office & Newsagent, Commonwealth Bank Agent
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Vegetables, Bait, Tackle, Fishing Licence, Gas refills, Mobile Recharge.
46 - 48 Wagstaffe Avenue, Wagstaffe
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Close to ferry wharf to Palm Beach

Ray White Real Estate

60 Araluen Drive Kerry Ryan
KILLCARE 2257 0402 858 935
Tel: 4360 2222 Wendy Best

Fax: 4360 1100 0438 602 222
Email: killcare.nsw@raywhite.com




OUR FIRE BRIGADE

The Killcare Wagstaffe Rural Fire Brigade will be
a keen participant when the Rural Fire Service
conducts its Open Day on the Hardys Bay
waterfront on Saturday, September 20th.

Training officer Michelle Biddulph
is flanked by recruits Gus Farquhar
and Callum Woulfe

The statewide event will provide all brigades with
the opportunity to showcase their knowledge and
skills to members of the community. Additionally, it
will enable volunteers to demonstrate firefighting
techniques and leadership qualities on the
fireground.

“We also see the day as an ideal occasion for us
to recruit new members, conduct fun activities for
the kids, explain the purpose of FireWise to the
community and encourage people to wear
personal protection equipment, “ explained Steve
Farrell, the KWRFB captain.

At the recent Annual General Meeting of the
Killcare brigade, Steve advised present and past
members, together with visitors from the head
office, that the local RFB had attended a total of
40 separate callouts including 16 bushfires and
burnoffs, one fire requiring breathing apparatus, 5
motor vehicle accidents and car fires, 7 hazardous
conditions ( including downed power lines ) and 11
false alarms.

“We have a solid core of around twenty
members who have participated in a variety of
activities, committing approximately 2,900 hours to
various incidents, training, maintenance and
hazard reductions”, he said.

A concerted recruitment program has paid
dividends in recent weeks with a number of new
members enlisted, including five trainees, who will
be under the watchful eye of Training Officer,
Michelle Biddulph.

The meeting was advised that Steve Biddulph
would be stepping down from his duties as Senior
Deputy Captain to take on a new district role as
Deputy Group Captain. He will, however, continue
to remain an active brigade member. “ 1| don't see
my level of involvement changing much at all”,
Steve commented, “ except that | just won't have a
shiny red hat to wear “.

In his place, Stephen Wellington will take over
the position of Senior Deputy Captain.

Steve Farrell paid tribute to the “ wonderful
contribution “ Steve Biddulph had made to the
brigade since his original appointment in 1999.

ALAN DUELL...AN EVENTFUL LIFE
The OIld Bakery, the Frigid Digits, the Fire Brigade,
Killcare Surf Club .... names synonymous with the
life and times of a person whose broad range of
community involvements and a deference to
others won him deep respect in the eyes of those
who knew him.

Alan Duell's working life
began at just 14 when, as a
postal delivery boy in 1941,
he would head off on
horseback from his parents’
Little Beach home in the
early hours each morning
and ride to the faraway
mail-sorting centre at
Ourimbah before returning with full saddlebags to
carry out his deliveries in the local area.

His diligence obviously impressed baker Fred
Hollwell who employed him at his Pretty Beach
bakehouse, later to become known as The Old
Bakery. In those times, the bread was produced in
wood-fired ovens and the youngster would bake,
then distribute the orders to the homes in the
communities.

According to the popular local identity, Colleen
Smith, who worked at the Killcare Corner Store,
Alan won countless friends through his willingness
to satisfy his customers.

“ Never a day went by without someone phoning
us to ask if Alan would pick up potatoes, eggs,
onions and butter from us to deliver during his
bakery rounds, “she recalled.

“ He would later drop the money in and it was
nothing for him to have thirty or forty letters to post
as well. And it was always done with a smile.

“ It was a normal procedure for him to bake until
all hours, do his drop-offs, then front up at the
local farms to help out with the bean-picking.
Jumbo Newell, out at Kincumber, could always
count on Alan turning up to lend a hand.

“He was a special person who always thought
of others”.

An original firefighter, Alan was honoured with
life membership of the Killcare Wagstaffe Rural
Fire Brigade where colleagues included Arthur
Beasley, Billy Sanders and Jim Saunders. In 1976,
he received similar acknowledgment through his
service with the Killcare Surf Club which he had
joined in 1944. During his period with the
lifesaving movement, he was selected to join a 17-
man State Centre team to tour the Philippines,
providing instructional assistance to the various
bodies with beach patrolling procedures.

Additionally, he was a founding member, with
Barney and Freddie Reeves, Lex Cameron, Bob
Brading and Greg Bourne, of the Hardys Bay
Frigid Digits, the winter swimming club, in 1972.

Alan married Enid Corfield and they had 7
daughters - Hazel, Jennifer, Suzanne, Alison,
Yvonne, Roslyn and Narelle - one of whom,
Yvonne Hayter, lives at Killcare Heights.
Maintaining the family link, Yvonne is the current




Killcare Surf Club treasurer.

In 1988, Alan and Enid moved to the warmer
confines of Maryborough in Queensland, but his
love for the Central Coast never diminished. In his
later years, he frequently confided to his northern
fishing friends that his family and the many happy
times he had spent here “had set the foundations
for a wonderful life “.

His passing, in 2003, aged 77, signified the
closing of a special era.

WALSINGHAM PRE-SCHOOL ON
THE MOVE

Ensuring co-operation with other community
initiatives, guaranteeing that the development of
the Pre-School is in line with community
expectations, developing initiatives to ensure the
long-term sustainability of the Pre-School and
seeking advice and support from the local
community.

R — These were the
a8 features
expressed in a
compelling “ Where
To From Here ? *
address given by
Angus Kell, the
president of the
Walsingham Pre-
School Management
Committee, at a
recent meeting of
the Hardys Bay
Residents Group at the Community Church Hall in
Araluen Drive.

The Pre-School commenced operations 20
years ago in its current location at the Pretty
Beach Catholic Church where it functions from
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 3.30pm, a similar
timetable to NSW State schools. Its intake is
evenly drawn from local children and those
outside the area.

In re-locating to the Pretty Beach Public School
precinct, it will take up the site of the Old
Principal's Residence at the rear of the school.
The aims of the move are to guarantee the future
of the Pre-School in a permanent location and to
meet the demands of local families for affordable
child care close to homes and affordable services,
in addition to establishing a building that provides
the best possible learning domain and creating
adaptable spaces for community use.

It will be an energy-efficient building which

Adrian Williams, President

of Hardy’s Bay Residents

Group, with guest speaker
Angus Kell.

Name:

NEW MEMBERS APPLICATION
Annual Membership - Pensioners $5 Members $10 Families $15
Post to: The Secretary, Hardys Bay Residents Group, PO Box 4123, Wagstaffe NSW 2257

“touches the ground lightly with minimal impact on
the environment” . As much of the existing building
fabric as is seen to be economically viable is
envisaged.

As the new development progresses, Angus Kell
and his Walsingham colleagues are inviting
broader community interest and involvement and
will welcome any enquiries at
walsing@bigpond.net.au or by calling the Pre-
School on 4360 1355.

WINTER SWIMMERS WARM UP FOR
NATIONALS .... Following several 'scorching'

performances in the recent Northern District
Championships, the Hardys Bay Frigid Digits
Winter Swimming Club will head to the Australian
titles in Newcastle in late September brimful of
confidence.

Touching first over the 50-metre distance in their
respective divisions at the N.D. carnival at Nelson
Bay, which is traditionally a stern pipe-opener to
the nationals, were Frigid Digits members Bryce
Cameron, in the over 35 years event, Graham
Wilson ( over 50 years ) and Bob Cochrane ( over
70 years ).

Solid showings by a number of others in the
team lent a serious belief in the Frigid Digits camp
that the coveted points score trophy could well be
a possibility at the prestigious national meeting.

Formed 36 years ago when eight hardy souls
collaborated to introduce winter swimming
activities to an area widely renowned for its
summer pleasures, the original swims amounted
to a “ brief plunge into the Killcare surf, followed
by a rum and bonox “, according to club stalwart,
Greg Bourne, one of the foundation members.

The club became affiliated with the Australian
Winter Swimming Association in 1976 and the
tranquil setting of the northern end of Putty Beach
is the current location for the weekly Sunday
morning swims.

“There's a great spirit of camaraderie in our
club”, Greg enthuses. “ These days, we are keen
to introduce a broader family environment than in
the past and we are encouraging women and kids
to join us in the swims, after which we enjoy a
barbecue breakfast and hot soup, and plenty of
laughs.”

No doubt, a ' warm ' welcome awaits..

Phone: MOB
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BRIEFS

OPERATION DOGGY BAG .... Responding
to overtures made by the Hardys Bay Residents
Group, Gosford City Council officers visited the
local community two years ago to inspect
proposed locations for the siting of bio-
degradable dispensers for the collection of dog
waste.

Accordingly, Council granted permission for the
installation of the containers, and supplied the
bags, with the understanding that it would be the
Group's responsibility to oversee these units on a
regular basis. Dispensers and bags were
subsequently placed along the foreshore
stretching from the Yum Yum Tree location to the
Pretty Beach boat ramp. In turn, Residents Group
volunteers closely monitored the process, refilling
the bags on a regular basis

As a consequence, the implementation of
' Operation Doggy Bag ' has been hailed as an
unqualified success and the delightful stroll
around the foreshore has been transformed into a
significantly cleaner communion since the
introduction of this program.

However, despite this successful venture,
Council has recently withdrawn its funding of the
project and its support with the provision of the
bags which amounts to an annual cost of $1000
per annum.

The HBRG is committed to maintaining this vital
program for the benefit of all and is keen to enlist
financial sponsorship. Enquiries will be
welcomed. Identification in a comprehensive and
well-patronised website, www.hardysbay.com is
included in an attractive package. Please advise
us of your interest.

PRETTY BEACH SCHOOL .... The
school has received generous sponsorship funds
exceeding $6,5000 from the Central Coast
Leagues Club for the purpose of conducting its
' The Counting For Life ', a volunteer numeracy
program to assist primary school children who
struggle with mathematics. Part of The Learning
Links, an Australian charity formed in 1972 which
helps children with learning difficulties, Counting
For Life provides assistance for ten children on a
weekly basis and is held over 15 weeks for the
purpose of improving their maths and lifting their
individual self-esteem and confidence.

Principal Vicki Redrup advises that the school is
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investigating the possibility of instituting Before
and After School Care at Pretty Beach for 2009
with Julie Dean, who organises the Avoca Before
and After School Care. Initially, the program will
operate outside the school grounds, due to the
current building work, but will be held on the
School's precincts from the beginning of 2010.

SEDIMENTATION ... Gosford Council's
floodplain risk management committee has
recommended that council adopt the Fraser
Road-Mudflat Creek Study and Plan. At a
meeting of the committee in June, council's
flooding and drainage planning officer, Mr. Gary
Poll presented an update on the Killcare site to
the committee.

Following the plan being placed on public
exhibition from April 18 to May 19, Mr.Poll
reported that three submissions raised issues
involving deepening the creek and making it tidal,
more houses being affected by flooding than the
report indicated, and the effects that planning and
development controls proposed will have on
property values.

Consequent to concerns expressed by Hardys
Bay Residents Group committee member
Graeme Smith that the plan included no specific
commitment to widen and deepen Mudflat Creek,
it was confirmed that the issue of siltation in this
delta had been referred to the coast and
estuaries management committee for prompt
consideration in the Estuary Management Study.

“If we value the estuary, we must fight for
maintenance dredging, regardless of the
difficulties and cost, as this delightful area will
eventually become a series of muddy mangrove-
lined channels,” warned Mr.Smith

GRANNY'S COTTAGE
Luxury Bed & Breakfast
Long stays Welcome
16 Putty Beach Drive, Killcare

Tel: (02) 4360-1950
office@grannyscottage.com.au
www.grannyscottage.com.au

,‘FOOQ)"VVOKKS
Liﬁerty Service Station - Empire Bay
SupermarKet - Fast Food - Quality Fuel
Carwash - Vacuum - Trailer Hire
276 ‘Empire Bay Drive (Wards Hill Rd)

Tel: 4369 8760
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